Press Release
The MS Society of Ireland focuses on Neuro-rehabilitation

On the occasion of the 50th birthday of the MS Society of Ireland, over 70 people with multiple sclerosis, their families, carers, health professionals, service providers and elected public representatives gathered in the Brandon House Hotel in New Ross on 19th April to discuss the ‘National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services’ due to be published in the coming weeks.  

The World Health Organisation (WHO 2001) defines rehabilitation as “an active process by which those affected by injury or disease achieve a full recovery or, if a full recovery is not possible, realise their optimal physical, mental and social potential and are integrated into their most appropriate environment”.

This important document will deal with how people with MS will access a neuro-rehabilitation service at a local level.  Further information will be available from www.omc.gov.ie shortly.
Currently no neuro-rehabilitation service is available for people with multiple sclerosis in the South East (Counties Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary South, Waterford and Wexford) region.  

At the seminar Consultant in Rehabilitation Medicine, Dr Aine Carroll gave an in-depth presentation on the importance of the ‘day to day’ management of living with the effects of a chronic illness, emphasising comprehensive team care plans and promoting empowerment.  

Ned Burke (MS Society Carlow) MC’d a lively panel discussion with Margaret Doyle, Occupational Therapist with the Health Service Executive (HSE), Anna Fenlon, person with MS and County Councillor, and Siobhan Carty, Physical & Sensory Liaison Nurse with HSE Wexford.

People travelled from the five counties to New Ross to participate in what one person described as “the best ever seminar I’ve attended”. This comment was echoed by participants in general.   The Mayor of Wexford Mayor Joe Ryan honoured the occasion by opening the meeting and reading a special message from our patron, the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese. TD John Paul Phelan and TD Ann Phelan also attended.
To celebrate the 50th birthday the six MS branches in the region displayed an array of information, work and photographs down through the years.  A birthday cake was made by Nicky Cleary from Wexford. 
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