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The Event of the year for people with MS

The biggest event the MS Society has ever organised is a one-day Convention to be held on Saturday September 4th next. This National event will take place in the O’Reilly Hall in UCD, Dublin.  There will be something here for everyone. It is a wonderful opportunity to benefit from up-to-date news and information on all aspects of MS.  We feel it is so important for our members to be there that we have organised transport from Navan for those who would rather not drive.

· The event will be opened my President Mary McAleese.  

· The Convention will stage over 30 Exhibitions presented by the Health Boards, Mobility companies, Alternative therapies, Pharmaceutical company’s and many others. 

· Various Seminars which tackle topics of interest to all, Medical and Holistic treatments for MS, Environment etc.

· Dr Stanley Hawkins who many of you will remember from the Meath Seminar a few years ago will be there to answer your questions.  

· Tea/coffee and Danish pastries will be available free of charge all day.  Lunch will be subsidised. (We have not been given a cost yet).

· A Gala Dinner will round off the event in the Stillorgan Park Hotel, at a cost of 40 Euro.  If you need accommodation for the night we can recommend a hotel.

· Buses, including a wheelchair bus have been arranged.  To book a place please telephone Sinead Connelly at 046 9434111. 

Thanks…

· Once again our May Plant sale was very well supported with hundreds of treasures bought and sold.  Thanks to all those who provided plants.  The total raised was 7,000 Euro.

· Also in May, Lisa and Sean Brady sold 350 Euro worth of pens in one morning in Oldcastle.  Well done to you both.

· Michelle Kellette reported a great success for the Flag Day in Navan in June.  Over 900 Euro was raided.  Michelle wishes to thank all involved in this annual event. 

· Our grateful thanks to Margaret Dunne who raised 900 Euro when she ran in this year’s  Ladies Marathon. 

· The committee wish to thank all who raised funds on their behalf and who have not had a special mention in this newsletter.  

· We urge members to get involved in the various fund raising events organized by the committee, just for the fun of it. 

Golf Classic  

Alison Lyons and her team tell us that over 26,000 Euro was raised at the recent Golf Classic run at the County Louth Golf Club at Baltry.  This will help the Meath Branch provide much needed services to its members.  A very big thanks to the golf committee who helped to raise such a wonderful amount.

Services to Members

Over the years the Meath Branch has endeavored to provide its members with a helping hand in a variety of ways.  For example we pay for physiotherapy, including physiotherapy at the Trim MS Center.  We provide assistance in the purchases of equipment over and above that provided by the health board, when needed.  We provide financial assistance to families during difficult periods.  We subsidize home help and respite care.  We finance social events and outings, and help with many personal requests from members. These services are all funded by our fund raising events.

August Church Gate Collection

Another annual collection will be held in August.  Collectors are always needed, so call your visitor if you would like to help on Saturday or Sunday August 21st or 22nd.

New Members

We would like to welcome all new members who joined us since our last Newsletter. Branch newsletters will come to you every six months.  They will keep you informed of activities and events in the branch throughout the year.  The following telephone numbers may come in useful -

· Kevin Curran, Regional Community Worker

042 966 4410

· MS Helpline






1850 233233

· Margaret Barry, Meath Branch Secretary

046 94 31523

· Beaumont Hospital





01 8377755

· MS Care Centre, Bushy Park



01 490 6234

Dunboyne Day Resource Centre

We reported on the Dunboyne Centre in our last newsletter. The centre has a vibrant MS group who enjoy Physiotherapy and Reflexology among other things, five days a week.  The centre will be closed until August 3.  After that call Majella Kavanagh for information on 01 8255641 or speak to our committee member Tom Dunne 085 2724727.

Little Sale, Big Heart

Aoife Clarke aged 10 had a sale of her toys and raised 30 Euro.  She presented this to the MS committee.  Aoife’s uncle Tom is a member of the Meath Branch.  Thank you from us all.

Special Day Out For Teens +.  August 21st 

Families with teenage children will have received a brochure on the Causey Experience – a fun day out for all the family on a farm near Athboy.  If you have children or grandchildren you would like to bring, and did not receive a notification please contact Sinead Connelly 046 94 34111

Carer of the Year

Congratulations to May Caffrey who was presented with her award as Carer of the Year at the Spring AGM.  May and her grandson Donal are great supporters of our many events and May is a very worthy winner

More thanks …

Long overdue thanks are due to Sue Farrell of the Trim Visitors Centre.  Sue gave Meath MS the proceeds from the door and raffle at the Meath Tourism Craft Fair last December, for which we are extremely grateful

New Committee

The branch officers appointed to the committee at the AGM in March are

Chairperson:

Alison Lyons
 



Vice Chairperson: 

Sinead Connelly




Treasurer:
Carolyn Wachman  




After three years absence 

we are delighted to welcome 

Carolyn back to this position.

Secretary:


Margaret Barry 
 
046 94 31523

Continues as secretary

Board Member:

Louise Wardell




Council Delegate:        
Fiona McKenna




Our sincere congratulations to Fiona who announced her engagement to Seamus.  

They plan to marry in October and we 

wish them many happy years together.

Climb to Croagh Patrick

Congratulations to the 52 people who tackled this arduous climb on July 16th. The event, organised by committee members May Sheridan and Gabriel Tighe, with support from Maureen and Hughie Brown, Peter Galligan and Sean Boylan raised just under 12,000 Euro.  A wonderful time was had by all and our sincere thanks for the great amount of money raised.

Bushy Park Care Centre

If you have booked into the Care Centre and are covered by VHI or any other Medical Insurance scheme, apply to them for assistance.  If you have a medical card, inform the Health Board or Community Nurse before your stay and they will cover the stay.  If neither of these options are open to you contact your MS Meath visitor before you go.

News of a Party

We plan to hold a Halloween party again this year.  All members will be notified well in advance.  Meanwhile enjoy the summer…
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