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Carer’s Benefit

Outline of The Scheme

What is Carer’s Benefit?

         Carer’s Benefit is a new payment, which will be made to certain employees who leave the workforce to care for someone who is need of full-time care and attention.  The Benefit is payable for a period of 65 weeks for each care recipient and may be claimed over separate time periods which must last a minimum of six weeks. The scheme was introduced on October 26th 2000.

         To obtain the Carers Benefit booklet and further information contact Social Community and Family Affairs (SCFA) in Longford at (043) 45211 or (01) 8748444 extn.8787

Carer’s Leave Bill, 2000

When the Carer’s Leave Bill becomes law, employees who take Carer’s Leave, will not be entitled to be paid by their employers while on the Leave but will have their employment rights protected for the duration of the leave. Eligibility for Carer’s Benefit will not be a pre-requisite for Carer’s Leave entitlement but employees who meet certain criteria, may be entitled to apply (to the DSCFA) for Carer’s Benefit, which will be ₤88.50 per week.

Carer’s Leave may be taken in a block of up to 65 weeks, or in a series of lesser periods not exceeding an aggregate of 65 weeks in order to provide full-time care and attention to a person requiring it.

An employee must personally provide full-time care and attention to the relevant person for the duration of the leave.

A medical assessment by the DSCFA, that the relevant person (i.e. the person requiring full-time care and attention) is in need of full-time care and attention, will be required.

There will be a minimum service requirement (i.e. an employee will be required to have a certain minimum period of continuous service with his/her employer in order to be eligible for Carer’s Leave)

If an employee does not live with the relevant person, a direct system of communication must exist between the employee’s residence and that of the relevant person.

An employee who wishes to apply for the Carer’s leave is not required to be related to the relevant person.

At any one time, not more than one employee may take Carer’s Leave in respect of the same relevant person.

An employee may not be dismissed because he/she exercises the right to avail of Carer’s Leave.

Disputes about certain aspects of Carer’s Leave entitlement will be referable (by an employee) to the Rights Commissioner Service of the Labour Relations Commission in the first instance.

It is expected that the Carer’s leave Bill will be published in the near future.  For further details contact the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment at 1890 - 220222.
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Kilkenny Branch News

Hosting the Annual Conference must surely be ranked as one of the most successful ventures, While we did approach it with a lot of anxiety, hard work and commitment from Chairman and committee plus our tremendous volunteers contributed to its success.  We did our branch and Kilkenny proud, well done to everyone.  We urge all our members to attend at meetings. Attendance at meetings has been poor this year. Christmas is fast approaching and so is our Annual dinner, as usual it will be held in Club House Hotel, Patrick Street, Kilkenny on Sunday 17th December at 4pm. All members will be requested to let secretary know in advance of their intention to attend to avoid overspill to Lounge as happened last year.

 Christmas  stars at 1₤  each in boxes of 50 will be one of our fund raisers for Lourdes fund.  Can you Help?

Secretary Joan Knox, (056) 21934.

Wexford South Branch News

A very happy Christmas to all our members!

Going back to July meeting we were very happy to welcome our Occupational Therapist Liz Hogan.  She was able to inform us of aids and appliances that would benefit some of our members.

September saw us at Brandon House Hotel for evening meal, very enjoyable!  Eighteen of our members travelled to Kilkenny to Ormonde Hotel for weekend to attend National Conference, this proved to be both informative and entertaining.

November proved very busy.  Opera Festival in Wexford town courtesy of the Talbot hotel.  We had our busy card stall for six days.  Thanks to all who helped with this project.

3rd of December Christmas party for all the Wexford members was held  at Kelly’s Hotel, Ross and on Sunday the 17th South Wexford members celebrated Christmas with a meal at Talbots Hotel.

Greetings to everyone. Secretary Cathy McDonagh, (051) 428300

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed here are those of individual contributors and do not reflect the views and policies of the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland.  Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, the editor is not responsible for any error or inaccuracy contained herein.

Dungarvan & Tipperary South Riding Branch News

For the past year the amalgamated branch of Dungarvan-Tipperary South has worked extremely well.  During a recent meeting between officers of the branch and representatives of MS Ireland, the amalgamation was ratified and we now go forward confidently as a single united branch.

We had a very successful sponsored cycle in August and we are very grateful to the cyclists, collectors, sponsors and all who contributed in any way.  There was a draw for a portable TV on the sponsorship cards and the winner was Jim Hyland of Abbeyside, Dungarvan.  Congratulations Jim.

This years Christmas party was held in the Park Hotel on Sunday 3rd of December. We had Mass at 12.30  followed by lunch.  Then we had a carbaret,  music  and craic for the rest of the day, we feel that the afternoon timing made it easier for MS persons to attend.  We wish all in  our branch and all MS persons in the region a Happy Christmas.

Secretary, Eleanor French, (058) 46217

North Wexford Branch News

All in Gardiners of Camolin had a good night at the end of October.  The branch had dinner in Kelly’s of Rosslare on 3rd December.  Christmas dinner was held in Riverside Hotel, Enniscorthy on 17th of December.

Christmas raffle took place on 14th December.  Committee appreciate all  who helped out for the raffle.

Good wishes to Una Tunney for a speedy recovery and Christmas wishes to all members and to all Branches in South East.

Secretary, Marion Mahon, (053) 59273

Medical Spot

To Prevent winter colds and flues!  Take Vitamen C or a Tonic at this time of year.

Regional Office Hours:

Breda and Mary are in the office Monday to Friday 9.30 hrs to 13.30 hrs daily. 

Carlow Branch News

The members of the Carlow Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society have been very active since the resumption of monthly meetings in September 2000. Thirty two members went on a very relaxing and scenic week end break to the Irish Wheelchair Centre at Donammon in Co. Roscommon.  On Sunday November 12th Sandra Harkin  and her dance partner Ger Lucas ran a National Ballroom Dance Competition for the benefit of the Carlow Branch of M.S.  This was held in the Seven Oaks Hotel. This proved very successful. In November members of our branch and Colette Whelan of Askea Guild of I.C.A.organised a Fun Fashion Evening.  This is an annual event in the I.C.A. Federation calander. Proceeds of the evening for the coffers M.S Branch

Now to another event of communities networking together which was held in October.  Representatives of our branch attended a full day conference on Carlow people working together.  This was organised by the County Carlow Community and Voluntary Network.  The aim was to identify the information needs of community groups in Carlow and how the Network can meet these needs.

Sadly we lost two of our members Peg Lynch R.I.P. and Paddy Murphy RIP, who were residents of the Cheshire Home here in Tullow and members of our branch.  We extend our sympathy to their families and their friends and fellow residents of the home and matron of the Cheshire Home.  In concluding we wish Katie Hourigan and staff at H.Q. a very Happy Christmas.  Season Greetings to all members of the M.S in the South East.

Pro Margaret Burke 0503 43881

Waterford Branch News

The  news Waterford is that we had a very busy November.  On the 28th of November we had Mass in Br Rice Chapel for living and deceased members of of the Waterford branch, which everyone enjoyed.  After Mass we went to Rice House for light refreshments and entertainment.

On 1st December An Evening of Your Favorite Melodies, was held in the Large Room City Hall Waterford.  Featuring fergus Dillon, Rachel Breen, Tobie Hickey, Annett Howley, and The Young Waterford Singers.  Musical Director, Chris Henchy.  As well as all that a great night was had by everyone.

Wishing all our members a very happy Christmas and happy and healthy new year.

Mary Keane secretary, (051) 895506

Working Group News

At a recent discussion of the M.S Regional Working Group a question was asked on whether the members of the local M.S.Branches in the Southeast knew anything about the existence or work of this group.

With only 10 meetings a year prioritising events are very important and decisions are not taken lightly.  A lot of effort goes into organising these events which we consider is time well spent, and the feedback from everything we have done so far has been very encouraging.

At present there are about 12 members in the working group and these include new people who have joined and some of the orignal founding members.  People are free to take time out.  The group is very flexible in the way it operates its meetings as people with MS have varying energy levels.  We would also like to take this opportunity to say if you are interested in any of the work we do, and you would like to get involved we would love to hear from you.  (Please contact the MS regional office Kilkenny).

Over the past year the group has been given a lot of training by facilator Breda Murphy, which includes things like, Personal Development, Facilitation and so on, this allows the group to become more involved in lobbying and networking with other groups.

     Special Thanks

The Darcy family of Gorey would like to sincerely thank all members of the M.S. Regional Working Group for their recent support, prayers and Mass tokens on the occasion of Tom’s recent illness and surgery.

A special thanks to Kevin and Clare Doyle Clottan Lower, Gorey for their support, to Mary Keane, Cathy Mc Donagh and office staff at the Regional office.

The many expressions of support and promises of prayers were much appreciated from indivdual members of the M.S.family in the region and with Gods help Tom will soon be back arguing his point at monthly meetings.  Happy Christmas to all. 

DFI News

A group of disability organizations in the Southeast have recently formed a platform under the auspices of the D.F.I. from this a steering group was formed.  The organizations highlighted the lack of a Neuroloist in the region.  It was decided to write to the 14 neurologist 10 of which are in Dublin, 3 in Cork and one in Galway.  To date 4 have replied, all say that we need about 35.

People needing a neurologist presently incur extra expense, in travel, time, fatigue  and general inconvenience.
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