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MSIreland

The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland

 

SWAHB NEWS

 

The South Western Area Health Board covers the areas of South West Dublin, Kildare and West Wicklow (Community Care Areas 3, 4, 5 and 9).  

 

The Multiple Sclerosis Society staff working in the area are Helen O’Connor, Community Worker for the region, who is based at the Regional Office at John Sullivan Resource Centre, Clane, Co Kildare and Geraldine Dunne, Case Worker for South West Dublin, who is based at National Office, Royal Hospital Donnybrook, Dublin 4.  

 

Welcome to the first edition of SWAHB News, a regional newsletter that we hope will be a regular quarterly feature of our service.  If you have contributions you would like to make, ideas about information you would like us to cover in future newsletters, or tips you would like to share with other people with MS, please contact either Helen or Geraldine at the addresses or phone numbers listed in this newsletter.  

Competition – Name this Newsletter!

We are running a competition for a suitable, catchy or fun title for this newsletter. Any suggestions would be most welcome and the winning entrant will receive a mystery prize!

In this issue our feature focuses on the services available from the MS Society in this region.

 

Services currently available in the SWAHB Region

Regional Office - Community and Case Workers:

The Regional Office provides up-to-date information on various aspects of MS, advice on the services available to people with MS and their families, and how to access them, entitlements and related issues, activities and events happening in the area, information on services offered within the MS Society and referrals to other voluntary and statutory services.  The Community and Case Workers provide an on-the-ground support for people with MS, their families and carers, 

especially those newly diagnosed with MS, and families in crisis.  Support is given to local branches in order to assist them in their work.

Publications:

We have a wide range of publications covering a range of MS-related issues available from the Regional Office.  Please contact Helen or Geraldine if you are interested in any of the following (or any other MS-related topic):

 

        Diagnosed with MS

        Taking Control of your Emotions

        What Everyone Should Know About Multiple Sclerosis

        What Everyone Should Know About Depression

        What Everyone Should Know About Incontinence

        Sexuality and Multiple Sclerosis

        Entitlements for People with Disabilities

        Entitlements for the Over Sixties

        Employment Rights Explained

        MS Ireland – Perhaps We Can Help You

        A Guide for People with Multiple Sclerosis (and their Carers on 

         the Multiprofessional team)

We also have a range of publications on the subject of MS, which are specially written for children.

 

Counselling:

A counselling service is provided by the MS Society and is available to people with MS, their families and others close to them.  Counselling can be arranged through the Community or Case Worker or through the MS Contact helpline.  

 

MS Contact Helpline (1850 233 233):

MS Contact is a confidential helpline that operates Monday to Friday from 10am to 5pm, providing information on all aspects of living with MS and a sympathetic ear.  The helpline is often the first point of contact with the Society and the Community or Case Worker can be contacted through this service.  Counselling can also be accessed through MS Contact.

 

MS News:

This is a quarterly magazine produced by the National Office of the MS Society and is available to those who are members of the MS Society.  The magazine contains regional news from around the country, developments in the fields of research, MS treatments, etc.  An audio version of the MS News is also available.  

 

Website:

The MS Society website is at www.ms-society.ie, and provides information on MS, the MS Society, activities and events in regions around the country and has some useful links to other MS related websites.  

 

Audio Library:

A widely-stocked audio library containing the most recent titles is now available through the National Office.  Contact the National Office on (01) 2694599 to arrange membership.  

 

MS Care Centre:

The MS Care Centre, located at 65 Bushy Park Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6, provides short-term respite care and therapy services to people with MS and other neurological conditions.  Places are available to applicants for 2 weeks per year, in 1 or 2 week stays.  There is an annual Newly Diagnosed Week run specifically for people who have been diagnosed with MS within the last 5 years.  

Branch Service:

Branches in the region provide a variety of services, which may include some or all of the following:  financial aid, fundraising and social events, home visiting, holidays, support for people with MS and their carers.  The branches in the SWAHB region include:

 

South Dublin

Contact: Jason Power, Branch Secretary




9 Carrickmount Drive, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14




Tel: (01) 2987018

 

West Dublin

Contact: Katie Cummins, Branch Secretary




2 St Ronans Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22




Tel: (01) 4571612

 

Kildare

Contact: Shane Boland, Branch Secretary




36 Langton Park, Newbridge, Co. Kildare




Tel: (087) 6876017

 

Events 2003

As the New Year is only around the corner, we would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to our Events Calendar for 2003 (please see next page).  

Finally, we wish all readers a very Merry ChriStMaS and a Happy and Peaceful 2003!

 

 

MSIreland Events Calendar 2003 – SWAHB Region

 

Date


Event




Venue

January
Support Group for People with MS
MS Care Centre, Bushy

(continuing from Dec 02)




Park Road , Rathgar

 

21-23 February
Stress Management Weekend

Stand House Hotel, The 

Curragh, Co Kildare

 

February
Support Group for People with MS
MS Care Centre, Bushy

(New group commencing)




Park Road , Rathgar

 

March
Support Group for People with MS
MS Care Centre, Bushy 

(continuing from Feb 03)




Park Road , Rathgar

 

 23 & 25 April

Events for Children and Teenagers 
Venue to be confirmed




with a parent with MS

 

23-25 May

“Soul Feast in the East” residential 
Arklow Bay Hotel, Arklow, 

weekend 



Co Wicklow

 24 & 26 June

Events for Children’s and Teenagers 
Venue to be confirmed




with a parent with MS

 

4 October

Information Day 


Red Cow Morans Hotel, 

Dublin

 

10-12 October

Carers Weekend


Marine Hotel, Sutton, 

Dublin

 

October
Support Group for People with MS
Venue to be confirmed 

(New group commencing)






 

8-9 November 

Newly Diagnosed Weekend

Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, 

Co Kildare

 

November
Support Group for People with MS
Venue to be confirmed

(continuing from Oct 03)

 

Where to contact your Community Worker and Case Worker:

Helen O’Connor, Community Worker

MS Ireland Regional Office

John Sullivan Resource Centre

Ballinagappa Road, Clane

Co Kildare

 

Tel:
(045) 861990

Fax:
(045) 861990

Email:
mskildare@eircom.net
Geraldine Dunne, Case Worker

MS Ireland National Office

Royal Hospital Donnybrook

Bloomfield Avenue

Dublin 4

 

Tel:
(01) 2694599

Fax:
(01) 2693746

Email:
gdunne@ms-society.ie

Website address: www.ms-society.ie


MS Contact Helpline: 1850 233 233 (Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)
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