[image: image1.wmf]

Welcome to the Meath Branch Christmas Newsletter, and festive greetings to one and all

Halloween Party 

The committee of the Meath branch of  MS would like to thank all the members and friends who came to the Ardboyne Hotel and made our Halloween Party such a success.  It was a wonderful night, full of fun and laughter.  We hope the fire eater had no ill effects after his ‘supper’!  Thanks to committee member Patricia Kelly and Chairperson Alison Lyons who made such a lovely party possible.

Church Gate Collection

Congratulations to May Sheridan who has just completed 23 years collecting for MS Meath at our annual Church Gate collection.  May is one of our very valued committee members and regularly involves herself in fundraising.     

News from Kevin Curran

Our Regional Community Worker, Kevin Curran is preparing his calendar of events for 2005.  He will be sending it to you all in January.  A number of events of interest to Newly Diagnosed, Young Adults and Teenagers are on his agenda.

One Day Convention at UCD

The annual convention at UCD in September was attended by almost 900 people.  President Mary McAleese presented Meath member Annemarie Murphy with an award for ‘Young MS person of the Year’ – one of the society’s highest honours.  Annemarie is an inspiration to all young people with her zest for living life to the full, despite having MS.  

Maureen Dwyer, wife of  Meath member Tony was nominated for ‘Carer of the Year’, an equally highly rated nomination.  Maureen dressed in festive costume received her award at the Halloween Party.  Congratulations to both

Welcome

The committee wishes to welcome all new members who have joined the branch since our Summer Newsletter.  We hope you will take part in the various activities and events organized during the year by Kevin Curran and by the Meath branch. Your visitor will help with any queries or problems.

Craft Fair in Navan

The Committee would like to thank Anne Godwin who organized the craft fair at the Ardboyne Hotel on November 28th.  Anne kindly donated all funds raised from the door and raffle to MS Meath.       

Optimize

Kevin Curran’s Optimize programme in Navan has proved to be a great success.  If you need to know more about it, talk to Kevin on 042 9664410      

Our New Chief…

A new chief executive for the MS Society has been appointed and will take up his position in January.  Graham Love comes highly qualified and recommended and we should feel the benefits of his work immediately.  The Meath branch would like to take this opportunity to welcome him and to extend an invitation to join us at our next AGM and dinner.

Useful telephone numbers

MS Helpline





1850 133133

MS Care Centre, Bushy Park


01 490 6234

Beaumont Hospital




01 8377755

Na Driseoge, Respite, Navan


046 90 73359

MS Meath secretary, Margaret Barry

046 94 31523

Kevin Curran, Regional Community Worker
042 9664410

Dates for your Diary

Meath AGM

The Meath branch annual AGM and Dinner has been arranged for Wednesday April 13th.  Invitations will be sent to all members closer to the event

MS Cork Conference

The society will host a conference for members in Cork in the Spring of 2005.  This will coincide with Cork city’s celebration as European city of culture.  The event will take place on the weekend of May 27th and will have a social rather than an educational leaning.  All members will be notified in the new year.

Help with Fundraising

If you feel you would like to raise some funds for the branch please speak to your visitor:  or simply organize something with your own friends and family.  We need all the help we can get.  Meanwhile…

The Committee wish all our members a 

Happy Christmas 

And a Very Happy New Year
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