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MS Ireland’s Medical Advisory and Research Committee has selected and the Board of MS Ireland has sanctioned the following research project (s) for funding in the 2008/2009 round of MS Ireland’s research programme.
08-007Pickering

Title:
In-vitro assessment of the efficacy of a nootropic agent to enhance plasticity after experimental demyelination

Research Lead: 
Dr Mark Pickering
Institution: 

Conway Institute, University College Dublin

Duration: 

1 year
Description of project:

Difficulties with memory and cognition are problems experienced by many people with multiple sclerosis, and there is no specific treatment available for this specific effect of the condition at present. It is most likely that these problems occur when the loss of myelin seen in MS affects a part of the brain known as the hippocampus. In this brain region, a process known as synaptic plasticity, which is the change in strength of connections between neurons, is thought to underlie memory. 
In this project, a tissue culture model of the hippocampus will be treated to cause a loss of myelin, and the effect this has on the plasticity will be measured. Tissue will also then be treated with a nootrpoic agent, a drug previously shown to protect memory, to investigate if this alleviates the effects of demyelination. If any benefits are shown in tissue culture with this drug, it may open the door for clinical investigation of this drug for people with MS.

Read about other research we support: 

http://www.ms-society.ie/pages/research-we-support-2 
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