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KILMESSAN woman Naomi Hunter’s world was turned upside down just weeks before her wedding
when she was diagnosed with MS, a year after her sister was confirmed to have the same condition. The
mum-of-one tells SALLY HARDING that her biggest fear was of being unable to have children

‘I want to show people
that life does go on,
you just need to look
after yourself’

AN inspirational woman from
Kilmessan who was diagnosed
\\ﬂlMS(\Iuki[lrSl.‘krmhl-ix

weeks before her wedding says.
she won't allow the condition
1o define her.

Naomi Hunter's world was
turned upside down after it
was confirmed that she had
MS, the condition that her sis-
ter was diagmosed with just the
year before,

The Hunter family is no
stranger to MS with Naomi's
paternal grandmother passing
away from the disease leaving
her father who was twelve at
the time, an orphan.

MS is a condition central
nervous system (CNS)that can
affect the brain and spinal
cord, causing a wide range of
potential symptoms, includ-
ing problems with vision, arm
or leg movement, sensation or
bakince.

As part of Workd MS Day next
week (30th May) for MSlosland
and Novartis Naomi has taken
pirt in a portrait photography
campaign which will be on dis-
play at Stephens Green Shop-
ping Centre on Tuesday, 30th
May.

2023 marks almost 30 years
since people living with MS
in Ireland were first offered
acoess to potentially life-chang-
Ing disease modifying treat-
ments and during this time,
thousands of people’s lives
hl\'l' been impacted by the
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hear 'MS' they
think wheelchair,
they think
disability, I'm
amothertoan
autistic six-year-
old boy, I work full
time, I've walked
the Camino, I've
taken partin
awhite collar
boxing match

don't have time for this, I'm get-
tingg married, 1 have a wedding
o organise!

"It was kind of a blessing
in disguise, everyone was
focused on the wedding.”

“Over all I've been pretty
healthy, | had once relapse in
2013 when my husband was
working abroad in Australia,
was unider severe stress, other
than that have never had
any serious issues regarding
M8,

Civil !ﬂ'\:ml N.'mml Says get-

Iher.lpics and p,nmndlnenk
ing researchand dev
that have changed the face ur
MS,

*My dad’s mother passed
away from MS in 1966, he was

ting the was both a
reliefand a shock. She added;
“Around four years before |
was diagnosed on and off 1 had
issues with my left eye where
my vision was blurry or would
completely go and then come

left an orphan, he was only  back.

twelve when she died and
his dad passed away the year
before,” explains Naomi.

"My sister was diagnosed
with MS in 2010 we were all
shocked with what happened
o my grandmother. | was diag-
nosed abour 8 weeks before
we got married and | was like |
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“Because my sister was diag-
nosed the year before, | said
right I need to get to the bot-
tom of this and because had
been diagnosed soclose tome,
1 was diagnosed within about
three weeks.”

The Kilmessan woman says
the biggest concern for her
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wedding.

when she was diagnosed was
the fear of being unable to have
children.

"Prof Tubridy who was my
meurologistat the time was like
no problem, be the pregnant
woman with MS don't the MS
patient who is pregnant,” she
recalls,

"It took us a long time to get
pregnant, [was 35 when | had
Evan and we always wanted to
Thave two kids, but we decided
that in order to be the best
mammy | could be to Evan
that we would just stay with
having one child, That did have
an impact but also Evan being
diagnosed with Autism did
influence that decision too,”

Naomi says that she had a
reprieve from sympeoms dur-
ing her pregnancy but was
diagnosed with chronic fatigue
after Evan was bom.

“My mam used to be find
asleep sitting up in the bed

the NLA,

with Evan in my
arms when
he was a

one is keen to lead by
example not only to her son
but to other MS sufferers nav-
igaring life with the condition.

“Evanisa  he boves
being centre stage, he loves
being surrounded by girls, he
is the only boy in the choir and
e absolutely loves it° He is a
Happy go lucky licde boy.

"He has had a very serious
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diagmosis tooand he
doesn’t under-
stand yet but
I wan to
show him
that you
can have
a com-
pletely
normal
life in
spite of any
condition
you might
have.

want to show people that life
does go on, you just need to
look after yoursell and your
minedser.”

Caitriona Walsh, Novartis
Ireland Country President
said: “World MS Day 2023 is
particularly significant as it
marks almost thirty vears of
sclentific developments and
progress in the field of MS in
Ireland. Over the past three
decades thousands of people’s
lives have been impacted by
the developments in treat-

*When peopl
hear the word MS they
think wheelchair they think
disability, 'm a mother to an
autistic 6 year old boy who is
high functioning but is hard
work sometimes. 1 work full
time, I've walked the Camino,
Tve taken part in a white collar
bosing match,
“There is nothing that having
MS has stopped me doing. |

ments, th ies and ground-
breaking research and devel-
opment that have changed the
face of MS. At Nowvartis we are
dedicated 1o hamessing the
power of scientific research
and development to ensure
that the progress continues for
many years to come and that
we continue to support people
living with MS in Ireland and
workdwide.”



